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INTITULED 


The Caſe of the Diſſenting Proteſtants of Ireland, i Reference 
to a Bull of Indulgence, from the Exceptions lately made a- 


gainſt it. 


H E Vindicator of the Caſe of the Diſſenting Proteſtants of Ireland 
having in the beginning of his Reply to my Anſwer expreſt his 
Reſentments at my ſaying, That he had weakly Argued for the 

granting their Defires; I ſhall, to abate if poſſible the ſourneſs; tho not to 
gratily the vanity of his Temper, now geclare, That the weakneſs of the 
Arguments he produc'd is not wholly to be aſcrib'd to the meaneſs of his 
Abilities, but chictly ro the badneſs of the Cauſe he had undertaken to de- 
fend. 

And tho he has fhew'd great dexterity in perverting, and little fince- 
rity in repreſenting the ſence of my Anſwer, yer I ſhall not be influenc'd 
by fo, difingenuous an Example, but whatever is material in his Replies 
(tho there be very little that is really ſo) I ſhall ſer in its proper light, 
and give it a due conſideration: and ſhould never have blam'd him ſor 
what he charges me withall, viz. For net ſhewing him the civility of uſing 
his own words (tho I was generally earcful to oblige bim even in that) it 
he had nor done me the injuſtice of wrefting my Expreſſions to ſuch 2 
meaning as they are not fairly capable of, which he has manifeſtly done 
in moſt paſſages of his pretended Vindication, - ROD 
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| (2) 
And the firſt remarkable intance of it, is inthe phraſe of General 7 
dulgence, which (as is apparent by the bzginning and end of the Para- 
graph where'*cis firſt us'd) docs plainly ſignifie no more than a Legal To- 
leration of Diſſenting Proteſtants, tho he wreſts ir to import a compre: 
henfion ot all forts of Religions. 

I perceive that the Vindicator lays it down as a Rule, that thoſe-are of 
the ſame Religion with the Eſtabliſh'd Church who ſubſcribe the Doftrinal 
Articles of it, and that there are three Sets only, viz. Presbyteriane, 
Hudependents, and Anabaptiſts, for whom he deſires an Indulgence, which 
he tels us can multiply no other SeCts than theſe. 

Now to this I Anſwer, Firſt, That the Rule he Jays down is not in 
ſNtrictneſs, and propriety of ſpeaking to be allow'd as true; for ſure Le can't 
be ignorant that there are three grand parts of Religion, namely, Dottrzy, 
Worſhip, and Government ; and that an Agreement in every one of theſe 
1s neceſſary to make the ſeveral Socicties of Men appear to be of the ſame 
Religion. And truly in order to the preſervation of that Chriſtian Peace 
and Unity, which are ſo ſiriftly requir'd by our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, 
'tis highly neceſſary that we ſhould not onely be joyn'd in the profeſſion 
of the ſame Principles of Religion, but alſo in the participation of the 
ſame Ordinances, and in conformity to the ſame Diſcipline. For *is obſcr- 
vable that an Agreement in the ſame DoQtrin among thoſe that differ in 
other Religious matters is generally known, only to the Learned ot 
cach Diſſenting Party; but the holding of diſtinct Communions, and the 
differences in Ecclefiafticall Government are plainly perceiv'd by the moſt. 
vulgar Capacities, and do more effeually rend to the alienating of our 
AtieQions from one another than our conſent in Religious Articles only, 
ro the cſiabliſhment of publick Peace, and the promoting of Chriſtian 
Charity amongſt us. 

But ſecondly, 'Tho the Presbyterians and Independants proteſs their wil. 
ingneſs ro Subſcribe all the DoCtrinal Articles of our Church, the Anabaptiſis 
(whom the Vindicator would have comprehended in the Indulgence) do 
not even in Doftrin, as he acknowledges, agree wholly with us. Now 
if their differing from us in one ſingle Article of Faith can in the Vindi- 
cators judgment neither incapacitate them for publick favour, nor Juſti- 
ſy us in eſtceming 'em of a diſtin Religion from the Eſtabliſh'd Church; 
many other Diviſions of pretended Proteſtants may ariſe and lay claim to 
the fame legal Toleration from Authority, and the ſame charitable opi- 
nions of 'em from the Conformifts, on account of their refuſing to Sub- 


feribe no- other Dofrinal Articles of our Church but one : and by this means 
ir may poſſibly happen, that all our DoCctrinal Articles may, one by one, 
be denied by the different Sefts of Diſſenters : and yet according to the 
Vindicator, we muſt be ſo far from judging *em unqualified for pudlick In- 
dulgence; that they will appear ts be of the ſame Religion with the Eftabliſh'd 
Church. 


Thirdly, He tells us, That the Bill he pleaded for can multiply no other 


Setts than thoſe he mentions; Now this methinks has little ſhew of reaſon 
ro-recommend it; for may not the Indulgence he deſires occaſion the Riſe 
and Increaſe of 'many others that he never pleaded for, nor ever thought 
of ? Are we not ſufficiently afſur'd/by the experience of all ages; that a tree 
Tolcration of ſome tew Secs has been produttive of a ſtrange mecly 
of different Religions as in F7ol/axd it was particularly remarkable in the 


Set 
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Set of the Anabaptiſts; Which in a few Years time was cbſcrv'd to ſpawn 
ſo numcreus a brood, that by their Diviſions, ard Subdiviſions from cnc 
another, they increaſt ro near Fifty Scts of Cificrent Principles, and &i- 
{linct Communions ; and yet all oft them apreed in the commen name of 
Anabaptilts. Is theienor therefore great reaſon that all Perſons in Autho. 
rity, who are anſwcrable to God fer all the People committed to their 
Charge, ſhculd deny an unlimited &irreſ}riAlive Inculgence to Presbyter 1- 
ans, Jrdependants, and Anibaptiſts, Icſt the gercral and icgal Allowance 
that is pranted them may be precuctive of a multiplicity of new SeQts ; 
which, tho much different frem cach of thoſe, may defire to be call'd by 
tleir Nemes to take away their Reproach, and by ſhrowding themſelves un- 
der thcir cover may plcad a-Title to, and enjoy the benc fit of the publick 
T o!cration. 

Yet notwithſiancing all that T had faid in my ſormer Anſwer, the Vin» 
dicator ſeems cither unable, or unwilling, to apprehend the miſchievous 
conle quences of this Lepal Incuſgence; and propouncs ſcycral Queſlions 
very little to the purpoic ; as whether the Popifh Intereſt will be ever the 
Nirenger, becauſe there are mere Proteſtants to oppoſe it * And tecauſe their 
wutual ferbeararce, as te their leſſer differences, wil! more unite their exdea- 
wenrs againſt the Conmen Enemy ? 1o Which I antwer, Firſt, That tho 
the Popiſh Intereſt would ſenſibly be weaken'd by the Increaſe of Prote- 
ants of the ſame Communion, yet it will be conſiderably ſtrengther'd 
by the multiplicity of SeCts, which theſe Legal Indulgences have perpetu- 
ally promoted. Secondly, we have no reaſon to expect that a Tolera- 
tion here will have a happier Influence now than it has formerly had in a 
Neighbouring Kingdom ; where it has been obſerv'd, that the Diſſenters 
on the Granting of theſs Indulgences did not grow more peaceable and 
modeſt, but far more Infolent and Tumultuous than they were be: 
tore, 

But becauſe the Vindicator fays, he would gladly now from me wherein 
a Teleration to Diſſenting Proteſtants will aaſvance the Popiſh Intereſt here ; 
I ſhall endeavour to pive him full and ample Satistaftion in this martcer, 
and in Order thereunto, I ſhall defire him ſeriouſly to conſider: Firſt, whe- 
ther there-be nor violent preſumptions that a Publick and Legal Indul- 
gence to Proteſtants do's high!y advance the Popiſh Intereſt, ſince all Ro- 
miſh Emiſſarics, who muſt be allow'd to know their own Intereſt beſt, and 
to be very waſe in their Generation, do lo eagerly dclire and fo induſtriout- 
ly promote Tolerations,tho limited to Proteſtant Diſſenters : and when all 
other meaſures fail'd have readily expended conſiderable fums of Money 
{or the purchaſe of them ; and it is generally known that the Declaration 
of Indulgence in the Tear 1 673 was of the Papiſts procuring. 


Secondly, When the free exerciſe of Religion, according tothe different 
modes of Divine Worſhip among pretended Proteſtants, has either been 
Legally Inculg'd, or Generally Tolerated among us, it has ſtill been obſer- 
ved that Popiſh Emiſlaries have been then more numerous, their applica- 
tion much preater, and their Harveſt of Proſelytes experimentally found 
to be more plenteous, than at any other ConunQure of Publick Aftairs. 
And to this purpoſe there is a very - remarkable Letter of Biſhop Bram- 
haPs who was then in France, to Primate Z/ſher, in the Year 1654. where: 
in he gives an account, that then, which was a time of uncontroulable Li 
berty ro moſt of the diflcrent ſorts of the pretended Proteſtants _ us. 

ere 
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there was a great multitude of the Popiſh Clergy in the place he livq 
in, who were taught ſeveral manual Trades, and were then ready to be 
ſent into Erg/and, to foment the Diviſions there, by ſetting up as ſpiritual. 
ly giitcd Mechanicks, and by maintaining the cauſe of Presbytery, Ara. 
baptiſm, and Independancy, &c, according to the various tendencies of 
their natural parts, and the ſignal proofs they gave to their Superiors, of 
their different abilities in Canting and Arguing tor the ſeveral Se&s, and 
Opinions, they were oblig'd ro maintain. By all which the Vindicator 
may underſtand it he pleaſe, at how conſiderable a rate the Papiſts value, 
and what preat advancages they make, of all publick Indulgences to Pro 
reſtant Diſſenters; which have prov'd very fatally Inflrumental to the pro- 
moting of whar they commonly term the Catholick cauſe, 

Thirdly, among the ſeveral fallacious Arguments that Popiſh Emiſſaries 
make uſe of,to begnile unſtable Souls, there is none ſo generally plauſible,and 
ſo unhappily ſucceſsſul,as the ſeeming Unity ofthe Members of the Church 
of Reme, and the open and ſcandalous Diviſions among thoſe of the Refor- 
med Religion: And as all Publick Indulgences to Diſſenting Proteſtants 
do evidently Countenance, fo they have always very ſenſibly Iuhanc'd 
theſe Religious Diftcrences amongſt us;and thereby have piven great advan: 
rages to the Common Enemy of Encreaſing the number of ſpiritual Deſer- 
ters from us. And accordingly when the like Indulgence was pleaded for, 
in King CharlesII's time, Mr. Baxter Writ his Defence of the Cure of Di- 
viſions, in the Preface of which he has theſe Remarkable words viz. Our 
Divifions gratifie the Papiſts and greatly hazard the Proteſtant Religion, and 
that more than molt of you,(ſpeaking to the ſeparating People,)/cem to believe 
or regard. (Among the chief of which non believers, and now regarders, 
the Vindicator may deſervedly be reckon'd.) And again he ſays, Pepery 
will grow out of our Diviſions, for by the Odinm and ſcorn of our diſagree- 
ments,inconſitency,aud multiply d Setts,they will perſwade People that we muſt 
come for unity to them : or elſe run mad,and crumble into Daſt,and individualc. 
— Thouſands have been drawn to Popery, or confirwd in it Ly this Argument al- 
ready,and I am perſwaded that all the Arguments elſe in Bellarmine, aud all 
other Books that ever were Written, have not done ſo much to make Papiſts in © 
England, as the multitude of Setts among our ſelves, yea ſome profeſſors of Re- 
ligious friftneſs, &c. have turn'd Papiſts; when they had run from Sef,to Sett, 
and had feund no conſiſtency in any. | 

Fourthly,; theſe Publick Indulgences have not only fatally conduc'd to 
the perverting a conſiderable number of Proteſtants, but alſo have efletu- 
ally hinder'd the Converſion of many Papiſts: who,tho they were ſenfible 
of ſeveral groſs Errors in the Principles, and ungodly Prattices in the 
Worſhip enjoyn'd 'em by the Church of Rome; yet were ſo highly 
Scandaliz'd by the multicude of Diviſions among us ; that they choſe ra- 
ther tocontinue in a Houſe, that ſecm'd to be at unity in it ſelf; (tho the 
Superſtrufture were ruinous, and its Foundation on the Sard,) than to re- 
move unto a fairer Building, which, (tho irs Materials ſeem'd to them to 
be of a ſtronger conſiſtence, and its Foundation on @ firmer Bettom,) yer 
could nor in their Opinon continue long, where they obſerv'd many In- 
reſtine Diviſtons unfortunately raiſed, and induſtriouſly propagated a- 
mong the ſeveral Members of the Family. 

Fitchly, That the Granting Liberty of Conſcience will conſiderably 
advance the Popiſh Intereſt may be further evidenc'd ; if we — the 
different 


{# 
difſcrent State of Denmark, and Sweden, from that of the Znited Provin- 
ces, in reference to the number of Papiſts in thoſe Countries. For as the 
ſtritneſs of their Laws, againſt thoſe that differ from their Eſtabliſh'e 
Churches, has been remarkably effeRual to the Rooting out of Popery 
from among(t 'em;. fo the free and unlimitted Tolecation that is granted 
in ZZolland, to Men of all Sorts and Perſwaſions in Religion, has been 
highly Inſtrumental to the multiplying of Papiſts there. Neither will the 
Reſtriction of the Indulgence plcaded for in this Kingdom , for the three 
Sorts menti on'd by the Vindicator, namely, Presbyterians, [rdependants, 
and Anabaptilts, prevent the Advancement of the Poepiſh Intereſt here ; 
fince the various and cunning ways, that Prieſts and Jefuires have of 
creeping in among us, under ſeveral Shapes and Diſguiſes, are ſufficiently 
known : And I have ſhew'd the time when a vaſt Colony of 'em was 
ſent into England, proteſſing, and maintaining, the Opinions of thoſe very 
Sets, for which the Viavicator ſo eagerly dcfires a Bill of Indul- 
SI1CC. 

, Neicher, ſixthly, Does his Argument for this Indulgence, drawnfrom 
th- «;den:ng ot the Baſis | as he has otren told us ) 6f the Proteſtanc 
In:ereſt, ſeem ot any force or conlidcration at all ; tor tho it may appear 
to widen, yct it will uncoubtedly weaken the Foundation ot the Vroteſtanc 
Security in this Kingdom ; becauſe each Tolerared Party ( as experience 
has ſufficiently taught us ) will cather induſtriouſly promote their own di 
ſtint Intereſts, than unanimouſly oppoſe the' common Enemy, as was 
lately evident in «ſon and his Followers; who in the times of the greate!t 
Danger, moft ſcandalouſly ſeparated themſelves from the main Body of 
the Proteſtants in tha North of /reland: and publickly own'd their Acting 
on a different Bottom trom them; and the Inteſtine Animoſities of thoſe 
ſeeming Friends, would ( it an extraordinary Providence had not Inter. 
vend ) have been of a more miſchievous conſequence, to the Deſigns of 
our Brethren, than the open Hoſtilities of our proteſs'd Enemies ; And the 
Diviſtions which thoſe few pretended Proteſtants, endeavour'd to foment, 
were really more formidable, and might have been more fatal, ro our com- 
mon Interctt and Security, than the united force and power of a nume- 
rous Popith Army. For *cis not our agreement in one common Name, 
and in the publick prolcftion of the Proteſtant Religion, bur our Union 
in the ſame Chriſtian Faith, our Communion with one another in the 
fam? Holy Ordinances of Divine Worſhip, and a quiet Submiſlion, and 
Obetience, ro the ſame Ecclefiaſtical Government; Theſe I fay are the 
only ſure Bands of the Proteſtant Safety againſt the common Encmy. 
And *tis obſervable in the Goſpel, that as it was not the wideneſs, but 
ſtrength of the Baſrs that preſerv'd the wiſe Mans Houſe unmovable a. 
gainſt che moſt violent aſlauirs of IWind and Floods, fo *twas not the xar- 
rowneſs of the Foundation, but the looſeneſs of the Sand on which the 0- 
ther Houſe was bujlt that made it obnoxious to the prevailing force of the 
Water, and the violexce oi the Tempeſt : And therefore we may undoubr- 
edly conclude that *tis not the /arge compaſs of the ſame Religious Pro- 
{cition, buta cloſe Zion in the ſame Holy DoQrine, a Hearty Commu- 
nion in the ſame Divine Worſhip, and an humble ſubmiſſion to the ſame 
kcclefiaſtical Diſcipline that will ſecure the Proteſtant Interett againſt al! 
Oppoſers. E 
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But becauſe all that I have ſaid in this matter, may perhaps appear of 
little or no weight with the Vindicator, I ſhall confirm the truth of whar 
1 have ſaid, by an Authority, which preſume he will not have the con. 
fidence to oppoſe : For as he recommends the Caſe of the Diſlenters to a 
Proteſtant Parliament, ſo I ſhall give him the judgment of a Proteftant 
Parliament concerning theſe Indulgences, for which he pleads, in the ye. 
ry words of the Addreſs ( of the Commons of Erg/and Aſſembled in 
Parliament) to King Charles the Second, on the Twenty Fifth of Felry. 
ary 1662, viz. We have conſidered the nature of the Indulgence propoſed, 
with reference to thoſe Conſequences , which muſt neceſſarily attend it. It 
will eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law, and make the whole Government of the Church 
precarious; and the Cenſures of it of no moment, or conſideration at all —. 
It will be a cauſe of increaſing Sefts, awd Seftaries; whoſe wumbers Will weaken 
the true Proteflant Profeſſion ſo far, that it will at leaſt be difficult for it 
to defend it ſelf agarnſt them: And which is yet further conſiderable ; thoſe 
numbers, which by being troubleſom to the Government, find they can arrive 
to an Indulgence, will, as their Numbers increaſe, be yet more troubleſom; 
tht at length they may arrive to a General Toleration ; and in time ſome 
prevalent Sed, will at laſt contend for an Eſtabliſhment, which for ought 
can be foreſeen, may end in Popery. 

Bur Seaventhly, As an Argument that may appear to the Vindicator, 
and thoſe of his Perſwafion, the moſt forcible of all, to prove the prear 
Miſchief of Toleration, I ſhall give them the united Votes of a very 
conſiderable Number of Diſſenting Miniſters, Aſſembled on purpoſe to 
declare their Judgments concerning theſe Legal Indulgences, which we 


- have in theſe following Words: 4 Toleration would be putting a Sword inte 


a mad Man's hand; a Cup of Poyſon into the hand of a Child; a letting looſe 
of mad Men with Firebrands in their hands; an appointing a City of Refuge 
in Mens Conſciences for the Devil to-fly to ; a laying a ſtumbling Block before 
the Blind; a proclaiming Liberty to the Wolwes to come into Chriſt's Fold, to 
prey upon its Lambs, a Toleration of Soul Murther, (the greateſt Murther 
of 2ll others) and for the eftabliſhing whereof, damn'd Souls in Fell would 
accurſe Men on Earth. Neither would it be to provide for Tender Conſcien- 
ces, but to take away all Conſcience: If Evil be ſuffered, it will not ſuffer 
Good; if Error be not forcibly kept under, it will be ſuperier, which we here 
the rather ſpeak of to undeceive thoſe Weak Ones, who under the ſpecious pre- 
rext of Liberty of Conſcience (being indeed Liberty of Error, Scandal, 
Schiſm, Herefre, Diſhonouring God, Oppoſing the Truth, Flindring Reforma: 
tion, and Seducing others) arc charmd by Satan into a better liking of an 
unconſcientious Toleration. © We are ftruck with Florror, and Aſtonifpmnerr, 
at the endeavours of many ; for it looks as if Men could not fin fat encurh, 
wnleſs they were bidden ; as if God were not already enough diſhonour'd, ex: 
cept the Throne of Iniquity were ſet up, framing Miſchief by a Law. Har- 
monius Conſent of Lancaſhire Miniſters with thoſe of London, printed 
1648. 

I ſhould be voluminous if I recited all the fevere Reficftions that ars 
paſſcd and publiſhed by great multitudes ot Diſſencers on the Granting of 
Tolerations, even to thoſe that are Proteſtants; I ſhall therefore mention 
but a few: Thus, 


In 


(2 


In Edward's full Anſwer, p. 247. 'tis ſaid, That a Toleration of one or 
more different ways of Churches, and Church Government, from the Church and 
Church Government Eſtabliſh'd, will be to this Kingdom wery miſchievous, per- 
wicious, and deſtrufiive. 

And 'tis ſaid, ( Nepthaly's Engagement to Duties ) We do again Renew 
our ſolemn League and Covenant wherein the ſecuring, and preſerving, the Pu- 
rity of Religion againſt all Error , Flereſy, and Shiſm ; and namely Indepen- 
dency, Anabaptiſm,&c. and the Carrying on the Work of Unifermity ſhall be 
Stulid, aud Endeavour d, by us, before all wordly Intereſt. 

In Prin's full Anſwer to Jo. Goodwin, p. 13. We are told, // the Parlia- 
ment, and Synod, ſhall by publick conſent Eſtabliſh a Presbyterial Church- 
Government, Independents, and all others are bound in Conſcience to ſub. 
mit unto it, under the pain of Obſtinacy, ſingularity, &c. In caſe they cannot 
really, by dirett Texts and Precepts, prove it diametrically contrary to the 
Scripture. 

And in Adam Stewart Dubly 1644. part 2. p. 162. We have theſe 
words, That Ceurteſre, viz. Toleration, which no Man can obtain of the ITnde:- 
pendents, where they have Authority, viz. in New England ; That Courteſie, 
ſhould they not be ſuiters for here in Old England. 

I ſhall add no more Concerning this Matter, but ſhall make this true 
and obvious Remark, viz. that the Fortune ( if I may ſo ſpeak ) of Tole- 
ration 15 always in extremes, either very good, or very bad, and is at ſe- 
veral Turns both highly Applauded, and violently Decry'd by the whole 
body ot Diſlenting Proteſtants; For they cſteem it the moſt unreaſonable 
thing to be deny'd, when they are in a depreſsd Condition; and the 
moſt miſchievous to be Granted when they are in Power. 

Yet notwithſtanding the inconveniencics I intimated in my firſt An- 
ſwer of Granting Indulgences, the Vindicator ſuggeſts ic co be ſo ground- 
[e's an Imagination to {uppole that a Toleration to Diſlenting Proteſtants 
would make many of *em turn Papiſts, that he Queſtions whether I could 
produce one Inſtance of any Proteſtant Difſenter, evenin the late Reign, turning 
Papift. 

To which I Anſwer, That I could give ſeveral Inſtances of this kind, 
tho I ſhall nor mention any , but hope the Non-Conformiſts will do us 
the juſtice, ro acknowledge that the great realon why no more of theirs, 
and of our Communion were perverted, is, under God, to be aſfcrib'd 
to the happy influence of the many excellent Diſcourſes Wric againſt 
the Papilts, by tne Epiſcopal Glerpy in the late Times : For it is particu- 
larly obſervable, that amongſt che vaſt number of thoſe admirable Tratts, 
only two were Written by Diſlenters, one of which was by Mr. ZZ. Care, 
and cis not certainly known what Communion he was of. Bur this is 
certain, that what cver cenſures might have been paſg'd heretofore on the 
Diſſemting Clergy, for being Trumpeters in State Tumulrs, and Seditions; 
they too nearly refembl'd ſuch kind of Perſons inthe Religious War of Dil: 
putcs, berwcen Proteſtants and Papilts, in the late Reign: For tho they 
made the greateſt noiſe, yer they did the leaſt Service ; tho they ſound- 
&d to Barrtle, yet they were very little cngag'd in the Adtion: And un- 
leſs the Walls of Rowe, like thoſe of Fericho, fall by the noiſe of the Trum- 
per, and not by the Force of the Aſſault, they will have no Conſiderable 
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ſhare in the Honour of the Conqueſt; but if the moſt effeAual way 
of Apprehending or Rooting out the Popiſh Robbers of our Churches 
be merely by raiſing the Hue and Cry, and not by a hot and cloſe Pur- 
ſuit; I look upon our Diſſenting Brethren as having the beſt Weapons 
for this part of ſpiritual Warfare : And fince the Writings of the Confor- 
ming Clergy have been of late ſo eminently ſerviceable in preſerving the 
main Body of the Proteſtants in theſe Kingdems, from lapſing into Pope- 
ry; the Vindicator had no eccaſion to upbraid us with our unſucces- 
fulneſs in drawing over Diſſenters to our Communion : for tho our endea- 
vours in this Pious and Charitable undertaking, are not ſo unefteQual 
as he ſuggeſts, yet the reaſon why no greater Number of Nonconformiſts 
have of jate been Reconcil'd to the Eftabliſh'd Church, is mainly to be a- 
fcrib'd to the unwearied Labours of the Diſſenting Preachers, in raiſing 
unreaſonable prejudices, and in fixing an Invincible'Averſion in their Hear- 
ers to our Fcclefiaſtical Diſcipline and Conſtitutions - For tho they pre: 
rend to be the Greateft promoters of Edification, yet 'tis undoubredly 
true, - that they have made it no ſmall part of their buſineſs to Widen 
thoſe Breaches in Gods Church, which they ſhould zcalouſly have endea- 
your'd to Cloſe. 

But tho the Nonconforming Preachers have been the chief, yer not tz 
only Fomenters of the Diviſions among the Proteſtants in theſe Nations, 
which are indecd in a preat meaſure imputable ro the prodigious Licen- 
tiouſneſs, and the uneven Management of Afﬀeairs in a late Rejvn: Th: 
Diſſenters having perhaps juſt Occaſion, at ſome times, to deſpiic rhe Go. 
vernment for its too eafie Condeſcentions ; and at other times to abbor its 
Rigour in too ſevere an Execution of the Laws againtt *em : Whereas the 
Civil Magiſtrates Behaviour to his People, ſhould reſemble that ct dif- 
crectly tender Parents to their Children; not indulging their Follies by 
an imprudent Fondnefs, nor puniſhing their Faults by roo harſh a Corretti- 
on, but by conſtantly keeping a ſtrif&t hand over 'em, which will prove 
the moſt efic&ual means of preventing, or reſtraining their Exorbitan. 
CIES. 

And truly the preſent ſtate in this Kingdom does ſeem in a more clpe- 
cial manner to require the watchful Eye of the Government in obſerving, 
and a prudently ſtrift hand in managing, the Publick Aﬀairs For tho the 
Vindicator tells us, that this preſent Zoleration can tewpt none to leave Scot- 
land, yer I'me ſure it has not hindred many T houfand Families from com- 
ing thence, and ſettling in this Nation within theſe Five Years; and 'cis 
obſervable, that the Diſſenting Miniſters among 'em, are all zcalous for 
the Covenant, and 'tis not to be doubted but that the whole Body of the 
People (excepting ſome few Highlanders) are of the fame Per{uation wich 
thoſe Teachers : And all of *em being lately come from a Kingdom where 
Epiſcopacy is aboliſhed, and Presbyrery eſtabliſhed, and having ſolemnly 

ſworn to exterpate Prelacy ; and their Averſion ro our Eccleſiaſtical Polity 
being ſo deeply rooted in their Natures, and their Obligation to Jeltroy 
it ſo ſtrongly infored upon their Conſciences, there is great reaſon is 
fear, that when their Power and Numbers arc increaſed, they will cm- 
ploy their Ucmoſt Strength, and moſt Vigorous Endeavours to Overturn 


(now their hand is in) this Truly Apoſtelical Government of the F/tatliſhed 
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Charch: And therefore for the preſervation of the publick Peace and Sa(c- 
ry of the Nation, tis advifeable that we ſhould deal with their Preachers 
at their firſt coming over as *tis uſually done with thoſe that come from a 
Countrey infeſted with the Plague : they ſhould all be oblig'd to per. 
form their Quarentine, and undergo fome Religious Teſts, and Probations , 
before they be publickly allow'd to Preach in their Conventicles. 

Neither may the Civil Government of this Nation, be lefs reaſonably 
allarm'd with iv3s Danger from the Cameronzians, who are lately Landed 
here, and dwell among us, and are not fo inconfiderable in their Numbers 
as the Vindicator re-preſents 'em : For he tells us, he could hear of few or 
none left in this Kingdem : By which TI perceive he is as preat a ſtranger 
ro the State of this part of Zre/and, as he imagins me to be to the Pub- 
lick Afﬀairs of Scotland. 

But the next miſtake, or rather diſingenuity he is guilty of, within a 
ſew lines after is of greater Conſequence and more Unpardonable; where 
he tells us that the Awvou'd deſigns of extirpating the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
were declar d in the many Sanguinary Laws paſs'd againſt *em, both in England 
and Scotland, and that there were /ater Ones in Scotland, that made it 
Capital to be preſent at their Meetings. 

To which I Anſwer, That asI never heard of any, ſoI'm inform'd by 
ſome (that have reaſon to knew this matter, better than the Vindicartor ) 
that there is not one Sanguinary Law in England againft Proteſtant Diſlen- 
rers : And touching Scetland, I do not find that there was any Sanguinary 
Law enacted againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters in that Kingdom, except one, 
which was Auguſt the Thirteenth 1670. Wherein 'cis Declar'd, that where- 
as Field Conventicles are the Rendezvous of Rebellion, and tend in a high 
meaſure to the Diſturbance of the publick Peace; He that ſhall Preach or 
Pray, in ſuch Field Meetings , ſhall be puniſh't with Death, and Confiſeation of 
Goods, and every perſon preſent at ſuch Field-Conventicles, ſhall be fin'd totics 
qnories, in the double of the reſpettive Fines appointed for Houſe Conventicles. 
And that this Att was to continue in force only for three Tears, unleſs his 
Majefly think fit it ſhould continue longer: By which tis obfer- 
vablc. 

Firſt, That the occaſion of making this Att was, becauſe Field-Conven- 
ticles were Rendezyouſes of Rebellion. | 

Secondly, That no Perſon was to be puniſhed with Death, but he tha: 
Preach'd or Pray'd in thoſe Field Conwenticles, For 

Third'y, All others that were preſent at thoſe Meetings, had only a 
doublc Fine impos'd upon 'em. And 

Fourthly, This ACt was to continue in force but for three Years, unlcis 
the King ( viz. King Charles the Second, who was Remarkab!e for his Cle. 
mency } ſhould continue it longer. 

And now the Reader may take notice, that thoſe any Sangainary Laws, 
wiaich the Vindicator tells us, were in force in England, againſt Proteſtant Di/- 
ſenters, prove upon Enquiry, to be none at all: That the many Sangainary 
Laws in Scotland, againſt 'em, are, astar asI can find, reduc'd to Oxe : Thar 
the Law Declaring it Capztal tobe preſent at their Religicus Meetings, cx- 
tended only to Field Conventicles ; and that the avow'd Deſigns of Extir- 
pating Proteſtant Diſſenters, were not form'd againſt the Hearers, but ſolely a- 
garn/t them that Preached or Prayed inthole Seminaries of Rebellion. So 
difingenuous is the Vindicator, in laying that there were many Sanguinary 
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Laws in Scotland, that made it Capital tobe preſent at the Meetings of Prote- 
fant Diſſeaters, intimating thereby that every Perſon who was preſent at 
any of their Religious Meetings, was to be puniſh'd with Death, 

And how deſtructive their Principles, as well as their PraQtices were to 
the Eftabliſh't Church and Governmefit, was plainly evidenc'd by the def. 
perate obſtinacy of theſe Field Conventicle Rebels, ſeveral of whom reſusd 
to ſave their Lives at ſo dear a Rate ( as they call'd it) as praying for the 
Xing. And certainly thoſe that refuſe to give the Government ( under 
which they Live) all reaſonable aſſurances of their Fidelity and Obedience, 
and will not ſolemnly Diſayow their Turbulent Principles, but ſtill retain 
their Inveterate prejudices, and pernitious Diſatteftion to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church and State, cannot with any -modefty expect to be treated as 
ſincere and hearty Friends; but as declar'd and open Enemies to the 
laſting Peace and Settlement of the Nation. 

And tho the Vindicator tells us, That the Conſormiſts, and the Difſenters 
in England did now Converſe wore ſociably, and Live more peaceably together, 
thaw when the Preteflant Diſſenters were in danger of having their Perſons 
impriſoned, and their Goods diſtrained and ſold: Yet this only manifeſts 
the undifturb'd fecurity which the Diſſenters there enjoy ; but does not 
prove either their modeſt behaviour to the Government, or any prateſul 
returns they have made to the Conformiſis for the Indulgence that is 
granted '*m : But on the contrary, I have been very credibly infornyd, 

ince my writing the firſt Anſwer, That the Diſſenters in England were 
grown very infolent on the news of the intended Diſſolution of the laſt 
Parliament, and that they reſolved (if poſſible) to neceſſitate the Govern: 
ment to make fome larger Conceſſions in behalf of their Miniſters. 

By this late inſtance of their reftleſs tempers we may conclude, That 

they will (as their Circumſtances admit) imitate the Example of their 
Nonconforming Fathers in Queen Elizabeths Reign, 

* Jſaac Walteys of whom the Hiſtorian * gives account, That fr/ 
Life of M. Hooker they began with tender and meek Petitions, proceeded to 
, Admonitions, then to ſatyrical Remonſtrances, and at 
laſt, having taken an effimate of their ſtrength, durft threaten, firſt the Bi- 
ſhops, aud then the Queen and Parliament. 

And now the Vindicator's method leads me to conſider the Replies he 
makes te my Anſwers; of the Arguments he produc'd in his firſt Paper, 
ſor the reaſonableneſs of granting an Irreſtriftive Indulgence to Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. 

To the firſt of his Arguments, drawn from the early Zeal of the Diſ- 
ſenters in behalf of this Government I return'd Anſwer, by enumerating 
ſeveral conſiderable Marks of Royal Favour,which the Nonconformiſts in 
this Kingdom have for theſe ſeveral years enjoyed as a Reward of their 
Services To which hc replies, that 'tis reaſonable that. the continuance of 
the ſame favour ſhould be ſecured to 'em by Law Now co this the Anſwer 
is very caly; namely, That a legal ſecurity of the ſame favour is not deny'd 
'cm, if they bs pleaſed to accept of it, with choſe Clauſes and ReſtriCti- 
ons that their equally deſerving Brethren do now enjoy it in England: 
And if they had as full an aſſurance of their own dutiful Obedience to 
the Government for the ſuture, as they have reaſon to have an extire con- 

fidence in His Majeſties juſtice and goodneſs, they would not only with gra- 


titude acknowledg the many fignal Afts of Royal Bounty, but would = 
with 


(7 ) 
with a chearful thankſulneſs acquieſs in their preſent Indulgence. And 
whereas the Vindicator intimates that there are few of the French Prote. 
ſtants, but if left to their liberty, would chooſe a Diſcipline, and Worlhip 
more conformable to their own, than ours. 

I Anſwer, Firſt, That ſuppoſing it were true that the French Proteſtants 
have a more forward inclination to the Communion of the Nonconformiſts, 
than to that of the Eſtabliſhed Church, it would not in the leaſt abare rhe 
lorce of my Argument : For the Queſtion between us, is not whether the 
French Proteſtants are more enclined to our way of Religions Worſhip than 
ro that of the Diſſenters ; but whether their generally declaring the 
Forms of our Communion lawful, and unanimouſly joining with us in the 
ſame Divine Offices, as they all did before the late Troubles, do nor 
give them, tho Foreigners, a betrer Title to a legal Indulgence than thoſe 
of our own Country, who ſcandalouſly ſeparate from us; moſt of whom 
ſeverely cenſure our Form of Worſhip as unlawful, and many of 'em judg 
our Church Government to be Antichriſtian. 

Secondly, The beſt way of paſſing a right Judgment on the Principles 
of any particular Church, is not by taking notice of the inconſiderate 
Words or Attions of ſome of the meaner ſort of the Laity, but by obſerving 
the ſolemn Declarations, and the conſtant practice of the Learned Cler- 
pie of that Communion. And therefore, that the Reader may the ber- 
rer know what Sentiments the French Proteſtant Church enterrains of 
our Liturgy and Eccle(iaſtical Conſtitutions, as alſo what Cenfures ſhe 
paſſes on our Brethrens Separation from us; I ſhall deliver the Judgmenr 
of ſome of the molt eminent Divines amongſt the French Prote/tawts, out 
of their own Letters, written profeſiedly on this Subje& abour Fitreen 
Years ago: The firſt of whick ſhall be that of Monſieur Le Moyne, Pro- 
{eſſor of Divinity at Leyden, whoſe Words, according to the Engliſh Tran- 
{lation are theſe, viz. © From whence does it come that ſome Engliſhmen 
* themſelves have ſo ill an opinion of her (meaning the Church of England) 
« at preſent, and divide raſhly from her as they do ? Is nor this to di- 
« yide from all the antient Churches, from all the Churches of the Eft, 
* from all the Proteſtant Churches, which have always had a very great 
« reſpect for the Purity of that of Exgland. For my part, as much 
« inclin'd to Toleration as Iam, I cannot forall.this perſwade' my ſelf, that 
it ought to be allow'd to thoſe that have o little of it fer other Men ; 
and who, it they were Maſters, would certainly give but bad Quar- 
** ter to thoſe that depended upon them. I look upon theſe Men as di- 
« ſturbers of the State and Church, and who are doubtleſly animated by 
« a Spirit of Sedition. Nay, I can ſcarce believe that they are ſuch as 
« they ſay they are; and 1 ſhould be ſomething afraid that very dange- 
*«« rous Enemies might be hid under colour of thele Teachers. Societies 
«« compoſed of ſuch Perſons would be extreme dangerous ; and they could 
not be ſuffer'd without opening the Gate to Diſorder, and advancing 
towards ones own Ruin. There are ſome of theſe that are compoſed 
« of more reaſonable Men, but I could wiſh they were reaſonable enough 
*« not to ſeparate from thoſe, of which the Church of England is com- 
« poſed, For, to ſpeak the truth, I do not ſee that their Meetings 
* arg of any great uſe, or that one may be more comforted there, than 
« in the Epiſcopal Churches. When I was at Loydov, almoſt Five Years 
* ago, Iwent to ſeyeral of their private Aſſemblies, to ſee whar = 
* they 
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< they took for the Inſtrution of the People, and the Preaching of the 


Word of God; but I profeſs I was not at all Edified by it- 
The ſecond Extra I ſhall produce, is taken out of a Letter of Monſicur 


De L Angle,” one of the Proteſtant Miniſters of Charentoy near Paris, and 
is as follows, viz. ©* That which you tell me of Writings which are at 


cs 


this time publiſhed, ro make Men beligve that communion with the 
Church of England is unlawful, ©&c. ſeems to me, a thing fo unreaſon- 
able in it ſelf, and ſo very unreaſonable now, that I ſhould ſcarce be- 
lieve it, if it were not atteſted by a perſon of your merit, and conſide- 
ration. The way which I uſed two years ago, when I was in 
England, in frequenting your Aſſemblies, and Preaching too in a Con- 
gregation that is under the Juriſdition of the Church of England, uf. 


* ficiently ſhews that I am very far from believing that her Communion 


is unlawful. And this alſo provex very evidently, that my Opinion in 
this matter 1s the ſame that is holden by our Churches; becauſe it is not 
imaginable that I would, without any neceſſity have done a thing 
which would have drawn the diſpleaſure of my Brethren upon me, and 
which at my return would have expoſed my ſelf tro be blamed, if 
not to be cenſured by them. —.-.. I would to God, that all the mi- 
ſtaken Chriftians that are in the World would receive your Reſorma- 
tion ; I would with all my heart ſpend all the bload I haye, to procure 
them ſo greata good. And I am ſure with what an exceeding Joy our 
Churches would enter into their Communion, it being pure in thcir 
opinions for DoCQtrin, they differ'd no more frem us than by Surplices, 
and innocent Ceremonies; and ſome Civerlity of Orders in the Go- 
vernment of the Church. It is without doubt the duty of all 
the Reformed of your Realm to keep themſelves inſeparably United ro 
the Church: And thoſe that do not this, upon pretence that they 
ſhould defire more ſimplicity in their Ceremonies, and lefs of inequality 
among the Miniſters, do certainly commit a very great fn. 
The 3d Perſon whoſe ſenſc I ſhall give concerning the ſeparating of 


the Engliſh Proteftants trom the Eſtabliſh'd Church, is that of Monſieur 
Claude, Collegue with Monſieur de L' Angle, in the Church of Charexton : 
in theſe words viz. © We do not believe that a ſingle Difference of Go- 


vernment or Diſcipline, nor even a Difference of Cercmonies,[innocent in 
their own Nature, is a ſufficient occaſion to break the ſacred Bond of 
Communion. The ſame reaſon which makes them deſire the 
Independency of the Flocks, may be likewiſe employ'd to Eſtabliſh the 
Independency of the Perſons in every Flock : For a Flock has no more 
right to deſire to be Independent upon other Flocks, than a Perſon 
might have to deſire to be Independent upon other Perſons. But this 
would be to bring all Diſcipline ro nothing, ro throw the Church, as 
much as inus lies, into a horrible Confuſion, and to expoſe the Heri- 
tage of the Lord to the Reproach of its Adverſaries. But to imaging 
that we cannot with a good Conſcience be preſent at Aſſemblics,bur only 
when we do fully and generally approve of all things in them, is cer- 
rainly not to know neither the uſe of Charity, nor the Laws of Chriſti- 
an Society. This Principle would overturn all Churches; for I cannot 
rell whether there beany, whoſe Government, Diſcipline, outward 
Form, Ulages and PraCtices be of ſuch perfeCtion, that there is nothing 


at all in them roblame; and however it be, as the judgments of Men 
* ae 
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« are very difterent, this would be ro open the Gate to continual Separs 
« tions, and to aboliſh all Aſſemblies. Ir is therefore certain, that Con: 
« ſcience does not oblige us towithdraw from the Aſſemblies, bur on rhe 
« contrary, it obliges us to joyn with them, when the things that offend 
« us arc Tolerable, and do not hinder the Salutary efficacy of the Word, 
« of the Divine Worſhip, and of the Sacramenrs. 'Tis the favour of this 
« Charitable patience that juſtifies our being preſent at rhoſe things, which 
«« we do not perfeftly approve. See what Sr. Pau/ ſays, to the Phillip- 
* pans, Chap. 3. If in any thing ye be etheri*iſe minded, God ſhall reved 
« even thisunto you Nevertheleſs, whereto we bave already attain'd, let us 
« walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame thing. This is very far from 
« ſzying, as ſoon as yc havethe leaſt contrary ſentiments ; Separate your 
« ſelves, Conſcience will not allow you to remain together. —— What 
« deadly cfteAts would not ſuch a Separation produce if it were Eſtabliſh'r 
* amongſt you ? As the diſpoſitions of Men are, one ſhould quickly fee 
« to ſpring from hence a difference of Intereſts, of Parties, ot Opinions, 
« even in reſpett of the civil Sociery, mutual Hatred, and all the other ſad 
« Conſciences which a Diviſion not temper'd with Charity, do's naturally 
« produce. The Queſtion here is not about the eſe or the Bene ef+, bur only 
* about the melins efſe thar they diſpute with you, and this being ſo, Jus 
« ſtice, Charity, ' the Love of Peace, Prudence and Zeal for Religion-in 
« General, will never allow that they ſhould Divide themſelves from 
** you. 

To his third Reply, wherein he tells us, That *cis fit the Diflenters 
thould have a fuller ſecurity granted 'em than the Papiſts; becaule *tis rea- 
fonable that ſome difference ſheuld be made between thoſe that deſerve well and 
thoſe that deſerve ill of the Government. 

[ Anſwer, Thar *cis unqueſtionably true, that there ought to be a ve- 
ry conſiderable diſtintion in rhe treatment of perſons in ſo dfferent, or 
rather in ſo contrary circumſtances as thoſe whom the Vindicaror men- 
tons ; but ſtill rhis Rule ought to be underſtood with this ſuppoſition,v. 
Thar rhe diſpenfing of thoſe Favours be in the free choice and cleftion 
ot the Government; for 'tis no refleCtion on the juſtice or kindneſs of the 
C1vil Parent, it by the preſſure of ſome Unfortunate Occurrences be be 
forced unavoidably to a Conceſſion of ſuch favourable and advantageous 
conditions to an Enemy, which if he was letr to the freedom of his own 
Will, neither his Fatherly kindneſs would incline him, nor his Prudence per- 
mit him to allow to ſome, even of his own Children. 

To his fourth Reply, viz. "Thar the Diſſenters do rot think a genera! 
Declaration of Tenderneſs a ſufficient ſecurity from future Perſecution. 

I Aniwer, That they have far lefs reafon-to be jealous of the kindneſs 
of the Government to 'em, on any State turn, than we have to be appre- 
henfive of the change of their Behaviour on the granting *em a free and 
trreſpettive Indulgence; and if ever we ſhould tollow the Wiſe Man's 
Advice in Remembring to Diſtruſt, it ſhould be when we are treating with 
perſons whom by former Experience we have found to be Men of uncer- 
tain Mcafurcs, and unſteady Tempers ; and we know nor what Changes 
lome ſudden Purrs of publick. 4fairs might potlibly make in the Paſſions 
and Twtereſts of fuch Men, and therefore, tho the Viudicator cannot but ap- 
prekend a legal and irreftriftive Liberty more defirable and ſatisfying ro 


Diffenters ; yer I preſume all prudent and: unbias'd perſons will agree in 
judging 
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(14) 
udging a limited Indulgence to be both more proper for the Nonconfor: 
miſts themſelves, and far more conducive to the cftabliſhment of the 
publick Peace, and for the ſecurity of the Government both of Church 


-and State : And none ever blamed the quiet Chineſes, who having had ſo 


frequent, and ſo fatal experience of the Incurfions of the Tartars, builr 
a Wall on their Fronticrs te defend *em from the violent incroachments of 
their envious and unpeaceable Neighbours. | 

And now at length the Vindicator being ſenſible of the inſufficiency of 
lys Replics tomy Anſwer, endeavours to Support the weakneſs of *em 
by having Recourſe to a pretended Memorial of the Affairs of the Church of 
Scotland fince the Revolution; for being hunted out of his Cover of Argu. 
ments, he thinks fit to take Soil, in matter of Fatt, He therefore preſents 
us with a Letter, which he petends to have receiv'd from a Friend, who, 
as hetells us has good ground to underfland the Afﬀairs of that Kingdom bet- 
terthan the Anſwerer; bur what advantage foever the writer of that ac- 
count may poſſibly have of the Anſwerer, in his knowledg of thoſe late re- 
markable Tranſations there, I am fully perſwaded he docs not under- 
ſtand them betrer then the Vindicator, for the ſtile of the Letter docs 
clearly diſcover him to be the Author of it and plainly ſhews, that it was 
writ irom himſelf to himſelf. And beſides, rhe pretended Narrative of thoſe 
publick Aﬀairs has ſo many Marks of his peculiar Genious in ſettiny 
things in a falſe Light asSare caſily diſtinguiſhable from thoſe of other 
Men. 

And firſt, concerning the particulars of this Letter, I ſhall obſerve, that 
the general RefleQtion which he Cafts on the whole Body of the Scotch 
Biſhops, for Exprefling their utmoſt abborrence of Flis Majeſties Deſcent 
into England, their Unanimous Deſerting the Convention of Scotland, 
would in all probability, if it had been true, have occaſion'd ſome publick 
and ſevere Remark to be paſſed upon them, and would have been inſiſlcd 
on as the moſt plauſible, it not the greateſt Reaſon for the Exterpation of 
Epiſcopacy: wheras in the ACt for Aboliſhing Prejacy in that Kingdom, 
there is not the leaſt cenſure paſſed on any of the Biſhops, cither on ac- 
count of any misbecoming Actions of their Lives, or of any unpeaccahlc 
Turbulency of their Principles in Relation to the Civil Government. 

Arid it caryt but appear very hard, that ſo many worthy perſons ſhould 
be made the Inſtances of fo remarkable a ſeverity, for no other reaſon ; 
but for the Eminency of their Stations, and the Principles of their Religi- 
On. 

But Secondly, Becauſe the Vindicator fo confidently afferts, That there 3: 
ot fs much as One ſingle Man of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland who were 
in the poſſeſſhon of the Churches, and publick Lrvings when King James, 
Abdicated and Forfeited, who has been nce Fiing William's Acceſfion to 
the Throne thruſt out for any other Crime, than either firſt, For not Read 
ing the Proclamation whereby King William and Queen Mary were declared 
Hing & (reen; or 2dly, For their not Praying for their Majeſties; or ;dly. 
For not Swearing the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance; or qthly. For 
Immoralities as the Church of England as truly diſallows as Presbyterians. 
|-ſhall produce a remarkable inſtance to the Contrary in an Epiſcop?l 
Clergy-manct Scot/and who is now in this City ; The Clergy-mans Name 
is Mr. Samue! Hawat, of the Dioceſs of G/aſcow, who was in the poſſeſſion 
of his Living ot Crawford John, after King William's and Queen Mary's 
acceſſion 
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acceſſion to the Throne, and Read the Prociamation whereby King V2: 
liam and Queen Mary were declared King and Queen, publiſhed by the 
Council of Scotland, April 13.-1689. by the appointment of the General 
Aſſembly. And ſecondly, He publickly Pray'd for Their Majeſties. Ard 
thirdly, Took the Oath of Allegiance, and Subſcribed the Aſſurance he. 
fore the Council in Scet/ard, which was all that was required of him by 
the Council. Neither fourthly, were there any Immoralitics laid to his 
charge; and moreover declared his willingneſs tro ſubmit to the Presby- 
rerian Government, according to His Majeſtics Formula: For the truih 
of all which he appeals to the Books of the Councel and the Books of the 
Treaſury of Scotlandwhere theſe things are recorded; yet Notwichſtanding 
all theſe Quallifications, when the ſaid Mr. Mowat made his Application 
ro the Presbyteries of Lanerke aud F7amilton, in order to be Reſtorcd to 
his fermer Living (out ef which he had been violently turn'd by the 
Rabblce) he was rez<cted by them, becauſe he would nor Renounce the 
Epiſcopal Government, and declare his Unfeigned Sorrow for his ſubmit: 
ting to it heretofore. By which we may percieve that what the Vindica- 
cor, or his Friend, has told us concerning the Terms on which the Epil- 
copal Clergy of Scetland may be continued in their Livings, is far more 
confidently than truly aſſerted. 

And Mr. Mowat docs further declare, that he was fo far from preju- 
dicing the Presbyrterians again(t him that he protefted 'em, and interpoyd 
his intereſt in King Charles the Second's time to preſerve 'em from any 
ſevere uſage, on account of their Nonconlormity to the then Eftab'tſhed 
Government of the Church ; and yet notwithſtanding all the good Offices 
he had done the Presbytcrians, he, and his Wife, and Four fmali Chil- 
dren, were violently turned out of his Houſe, in a very ſtormy day, and 
forced ro take ſhelter in a Barn, but durſt not return to his Houſe, or 
live in his Pariſh for fear of che Rabble, but went and lived privately in 
Dunfreze, where the Rabble rook a Common Prayer Book (which ſome Epil- 
copal Minifters were privately reading together) and pur it on a Pole and 
burnt it publickly. | 

Thirdly, The Vindicators Friend further tells us, That /o far are they 
in Scotland from exerciſing Severities againſt Men for their being Epiſcopal 
in therr Judgment, that a great part of the Miniſters of that Eingdom, who 
enjoyed not only the Protcition of the Government, but the free and publick 
exerciſe of thir Miniſtry, together with the legally eſtabliſhed Maintenance 
before the Fir(t of September laſt, were, or profeſſed to be of the Epiſcopal 
Perſwafion, and had not all that time ſo much as taken the Oath of Allegiance 
to His Majeſty ; and yet of theſe no more is required for their continuance in 
their Pariſhes, than that they take the ſaid Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, 
and that they behave themſelves worthily in Doftrine, Life, and Converſation, 
as appears by the Att of Parliament paſt the 16th of July 1695. 

Now betore I ccturn a dillint Anfwer to theſe ſeveral particulars, I can- 
not forbcar moit ſeriouſly to declare my wonder and aſtoniihment ar thoſe 
who pretending to be more than ordinarily ftrift & holy Minitters et Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and the moſt tairhſul & obedient Servants of the God of Truth, 
can allow themſelves the liberty of wilfully miſrepreſenting the moſt nctori- 
ous Matters of Fact, and the plaineſt ſtate of Publick Atlairs, by defign- 
edly caſting their ſence into ſuch Phraſes as may imprets on the unwary 


Readers Mind ſuch a meaning of 'em as is flatly contrary to the 4 ruth 
Oi 
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(16) 
of things, and the certain knowledgof the Writer, Now that the Vingi. 
cator is molt ſcandalouſly guilty of this diſingenuous way of writifg will 
more fully appear by a diſtin conſideration of his Words thar I haye 
laſt recited. 

For firſt, Tho 'tis very true that a great part of the Epiſcopal Clerpy 
in Scet/ard have enjoyed the free Exerciſe of their Religion, and have ha 
the quiet poſſeſſhon of their Pariſhes ever ſince the late Revolution : :nd 
for theſe ſeveral Years laſt paſt had neither taken the Oath of Allegiznce 
ro His Majeſty, nor made any Submiſſion to the Presbyrerian Judiczto 
rics, yet I may juſtly deny any one of theſe ro be rrue, in the ſence thar 
the Vindicator would impoſe them on the Reader ; for *tis evident tha: 
theſe Remarkable Inſtances of a ſeeming Favour, which the Epiſcopal 
Clergy in Scotland have for ſome rime enjoyed, he produces as Arpu- 
ments of the Moderation of the Presbyterian.Government there ; where. 
as in truth theſe were nothing elſe but rhe eftefs of the weakneſs of that 
party, {cr that preat part of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, which the 
Vindicator mentioned, as having fo long continued undifturb'd in the cx- 
erciſe of their Religion, and the enjoyment of their Benefices, are moſt e- 
ſpertial'y, if not folely, the Miniſters that live on the North fide of the Ri- 
ver 7ay which is known to be lirtle Iefs than halt of that Kingdom; and 
where 'tis very remarkable that there arc {as I am very credibly informed) 
abour Eleven Perſons of the Epiſcopel perſwaſion for Oe Presbyterian, 2n4 
ir muſt be allowed as a moſt Notable Proof of the Vindicator's zy7e:u0:s 
temper in extolling the Lenity of the Presbyrerian in the Weſt, tor the 
granting to thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion in the North a free exerciſe 
of their Religion, which they wanted ſufficient power ro ſuppreſs; and 
in permitting.the Miniſters quietly ro enjoy their Benefices, where they 
had no Rabble on their ſide ro diſpoſſeſs 'em; and in not impoſin? an 
humble Submiſſion to the Presbytery on thoſe who were very confiderab!c 
in their Number, and univerſally deyorcd to the Epiſcopal Government ; 
by all which we may perceive, that it was not the ſpecial Indulocnce of 
the Presbycerians in the Weſt, but the formidable force of the Epiſcopal 
party in the North that fecured the Miniſters there in the undiiturbe 
poſſeſſion of their Livings,. and exempred them from the grievous Impo: 
ſitions of the Kirk. 

But ſecondly, As every edinary Reader muſt obſerve that the Vind- 
cator, or his Friend, makes mention of an At of Parliamenc in Scorlaud 
paſſed the 16zb. of Fuly laſt, in favour of the Epiſcopal Clergy of that 
Kingdom, fo every thinking Reader muſt conclude, that if there had 
been any other Acts of Parliament of the like nature paſſed ſince the Re- 
volution, the Vindicator would undoubredly hive produced *cm, and 
thercſore ſince he produces bur one fingle publick A& of Grace to tho!: 
of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion in that Kingdom, and that too of fo late a date 
as Jaly laſt, *tis left ro every prudent and impartial Reader ro conſider 
whar fort of Uſage the Epiſcopal Miniſters have had for theſe Jaft Five 
Years, not only from the unparallePd rage of a Barbarous Rabble, bur 
alſo from the intcmperare z:al of their bitter and bigorted Enemics m 
Authority. _ 

Nay thirdly, This very A& of Parliament which the Vindicators 
Friend feems 1o much boatt ro of, and thinks himfelf fo happy in having in 
his Cuſtody, and does ſo much depend on undeniably ro demonſtrate 
(140 


(8p 1 
the Lenity of the Presbyterian Government in Scet/and, has conſide- 
rable Marks in ic of the great hardſhips the Epiſcopal Clergy have 
been under herctofore, as alſo plain Evidences of the Continuance of many 
SeveritieSagainſt rhem for the future : For having that AQ of Parlizmerc- 
by me, which he refers to in his Letter, I obſerve firſt, That the Favour 
oranted by it, is onely to theſe Miniſters that were at the time of his Ma. 
reflies happy Acceſion to the Crown, and have ſince Continued actual Miniſters 
in particular. Pariſhes; By which 'cis evident there is no proviſion made 
for thoſe that were violently diſpoſſeſt of cheir Livings by the. Rabble, rho 
chev ſhould take the Oath 'of Allegiance, and Subſcribe rhe Aſſurance, 
which I hope the Vindicator himſelt will acknowledg to be ſevere; for 
he having own'd, Thar the barbarous treatment of the Epiſcopal Mini- 
ſiers, by the Weſtern R abble, was an 1llegal violence, which none can excuſe. 
The Argument he makes cf to Juſtily the Government there, for not jm- 
ploying their authority in quelling thoſe illegal violences, was, becauſe 
their Circum/tances were luch that they might have hazarded the overturning 
the whole Revolution, by immediately reſettling 'em in their Pariſhes; ſo thar 
according to the Vindicator himſelf, as ſoon as the violent ferment of po- 
pular Rage was abated, and the preſent new model of the Church etta- 
bliſh'd,thoſe Miniſters who had becn barbarouſly abus'd ſhould have been 
quietly reſetl'd in their Pariſhes by the authority of the Government ; but 
they were ſo far from receiving this Ordinary Mark of Pablick Favour, 
that theſe were nor allow'd the Liberty ro perform the Offices of their 
Function in thcir Pariſhes, on the ſame Conditions with thoſe of their E- 
piſcopal Brethren who had ſtil] continu'd on their Cures. 

And Sccondly, Thoſe Minilters alfo are exciuded by that A, who are 
under any Sentence of Depoſition or Deprivation paſt againſt them; (and 
how many thoſe ace is not cafily known) and arenow unquility' jor any 
Eediefiaſtical Benefices, tho they thould apply themſelves ro the preſent 
Church Governmenc tor Admittion, and pertorm all ck; condirions thac 
are rcquir'd of others. 

Fourthly, That the ſeveritics in Scotland, ſince the Revolution, a 
vainſt the Epiſcopal Clergy, have been more than ordinary, may be clearly 
demonſtrated by an Att of Pariiament puſſed Faxethe 127h. 1693. where. 
by it is Enated, That no Perſon be Admitted, or Continued to be a Miniſter, 
or Preacher, within the Church of $cotland , unleſs he own the Presbyterian 
Government to be the only Church Government of that Church; that he will 
ſubmit thereunto, and Concur therewith, and never endeavour dire(ily or in- 
diretly, the prejudice or Subverſion thereof. Now from hence we miy 
ike an Eſtimate of the truth ot what the Vindicacor cells us, viz. That in 
Scotland. they are fur from extrcizing Severities againſt men for their be. 
ing Epiſcopal in therr Fudgment ; tor I preſume all rational, and indiffercnc 
perſons will be fully convinc'd that the Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland arc 
very far from being tavourably treated by this Att; tho perhaps the Vin- 
cdicator may be of fo rigorous a temper, and of 1o wild an opinion, as to 
believe that no Minifters of the Epiſcopal perſwafion can be harſhly dealc 
witha!l, and that the Depriving them of thoſe Benefices which they were 
formerly poſſc!s'd of, and the Declaring them uncapable of Enjoying 'cm 
for rhe future is no hardſhip, or Severity at- all. 


F Sccond!y, 
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Secondly, Tis order'd in this At, that 2/niformity of Worſhip and Ad. 
miniſtration of all publick Ordinances within the Church of Scotland ſhouldle 
otferu'd and Subſcribed by all Miniſters, and Preachers, not only as it is at 
preſent perform'd but as it ſhall hereafter be declar d by the autherity of the 
ſame. Now if it be deſervedly counted unreaſonable for the Papiſts to o- 
blige the members of their Communion to /mplicit Faith, and to believe 
as the Church Believes, it muſt alſo ſeem very 1trange, tor the Presby 
of Scotland to Impoſe an Implicit Obedience on all thoſe that ſhall be Ad. 
mitted, or Continu'd Miniſters er Preachers in their Communion, and ro 
require their ſolemn Engagement to Obſerve that Vniformity of Worſhip 
which the Church does now, or ſhall hereafter order ro be ObJerv'd. And 
methinks this new Mode of promiſing, does nearly reſemble the old way 
of ſweating to ef cetera 's. 

Upon the humble Repreſentation of theſe and other Grievihtces ro his 
Majeſty which the Epiſcopal Clergy lay under in Scotland, his Majeſty 
was pleas'd to write ſuch a Letter in thcir favour ro the Government in 
thar Kingdom, as gave Riſe to the forming of the Bill that paſs'd the 162 
of July laſt, whereby the ACt of Fuly the 12h. 1693, was in part repeal 
in favour of ſome pcrſons only, whoſe more then ordinary Circumſtances 
gain'd them an Exemption from the ſeverity of that Law. Notwithſtand- 
ing whichit.is obſervable they paſs'd a very ſevere ACt the 5th of Jalyi6gs5. 
ayainſt rhe Epiſcopal Clergy under the name of Intruders, by whom wa: 
Chicfly meant thoſe Epiſcopal Miniſters who being thruſt by the Rabble 
from their Churches, had repoſſc!sd themſelves of them, when the populzr 
Fury was abated. . And by this At *ctis Declar'd firſt, that fuch Zurro{ os 
into Pariſhes without an orderly Call from the Eferetors, and Legal Admaſicn 
from the Presbytery, was of dangerous conſequence, and tending to perpetuate 
Schiſm. Sccondly thoſe perſons that have thus Intruded are Declar'd axci 
pable of any Church or Stipend within the Kingdom for the ſpace of Seaues 
years. Thirdly, Sheriffs, Stewards, Sc. are requir'd to remove all theſe 


that ſhall I creafter Intrude into Churches. Fourthly, Letters of Forn- 


ing and Caption are order'd againſt 'em to Compel the Intruders upon Tex 41; 
warning to remove from their Churches. And fiithly, they are commanded tg 
cauſe thoſe Miniſters to ceaſe from exercizing any Miniſteria! Atts within tle 
ſaid Pariſhes into which they (hall hereafter Intrude, And fixthly, the Privy 
Council are to take effeftual Courſe to hinder theſe Minifters that are, or 
{hall be hereafter depos'd by Fudicatories of the preſent eſtabliſht Church from 
Preaching or Exercizing any Att of their Miniſterial Funttion. 

And therefore we may undoubtedly conclude, that the reaſon of the 
Vindicator's not publiſhing the A of Parliament of Scotland paſſed zle 
the 16th of July laſt, was not the Inconvenience of delaying his Keply to 
my Anſwer (as is alleged tothe Letter) but a juſt Apprehenſion of - /etixg 
Matters in a true Lighr, and of expofing too plainly his Groſs and Wilſui 
Miſrepreſentations of the preſent ſtate of that Kingdom. 

Now by all the foregoing Remarks I have made on the Vindicater's 
Letter, every intclligent and impartial Reader may caſily judg what prez: 
reaſon he had fo Triumphantly to ſay that z» this Reſolution, Scotland ha: 
ſet thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church a very commendable example of moderaticy 
which if they will once come up to, and equall the Diſſenters, will give 'em leav: 
to cenſure any thing that may yet ſeem tos hard in their Conſtitution. 


A 


(19 ) 

I muſt indeed acknowledge that we cannot boaſt of our coming up to 
awd equalling the example Which the preſent Presbyterian Government 
in Sce:/and has ſet us; or. 

xt, Our Mederation to Ditlenters has not expreſſed ir felf in the raifine 
of the Rabble againſt *em, much leſs in returning them publick and ſolemn 
thanks for the greatneſs of their Zeal. 

Nor 2dly. has our Church of Ergland Parliament in this Kingdom de- 
clared that the Nonconformiſt Miniſters in exerciſing any part of their Mi. 
aiſterial Funftion have offerd a high Contempt of the Law, as tending to per- 
petuate Schiſm and of dangerous Conſequence. 

Nor 3dly. has their Commendable example influenced us to make an 47 
of Parliament in 1695. againlt Nonconforming Miniſters as [xtruders 
(tho they be really (o) into our Pariſhes. 

Nor qthly. have we {forbid any ef 'em whom the Calamity of the late 
times had driven away; to return and perform any Miniſterial Atts in the 
places where they tormerly held their Conventicles, for want of a Legal 
Call. 

Nor 5thly. have we by any At of Parliament Authorized and required 
the Mayor of Corporations, and Juſtices of the Peace, as in Scot/and they 
have orderd their Stuarrs, Sherifts, Bail!zyes of Balzuries, &c. to remove all 
theſe that ſhall hereafter intrude, nor recommenecd the Removal of theſe 
that have already intruded, to the Lords of the Privy Council. 

Nor 6thly. Are we come up to, and equal'd their Example in Ordaining 
Letters of Horning and Caption, Yz. in iſſuing Writs of Rebellion and 
Capias's, againlt Diſicnting Miniſters, in order to the Compelling 'em to re- 
move out of the Pariſhes, where they Live, and making 'em defi/Þ and 
Ceaſe from exerciſing any Miniſterial Ads. 

Theſe are ſome ot the many Inftances of the Moderation of the preſent 
Church Government in Scotland, towards thoſe of the Fpiſcopal perſiva- 
fon, which I preſume the Vindicator on ſecond thoughts will not be fo 
tond of as to judg *em fic Patterns tor us to imitate, muci lefs to equal ane! 
come up to; but yer *tis highly probable thar if ſuch a Revolution of Church 
- [Afﬀairs ſhould happen in this Kingdom, as we have lately ſcen in Scorland, 

the Vindicator and his Adherents would be caſ:ly inclined to believe the 
vraftice of their Presbyterian Brethren there a very conſiderable Ex- 
ample for them to follow here, and would then be very fully perſuaded 
thar the Epiſcopal Clergy in exerciſing the Als of their Miniſterial Fundtion 
were guilty of dangerous Schiſm, and would therefore think themſelves 
indiſpenfibly obliged ro rake ſome effefual caurſe ro make *'em defiſt and 
ceaſe from exerciſing auy Miniſterial Atts, and would judg it a commendable 
inſtance ot their Zeal to order Writts of Rebellion and Capiar's to be iſſued 
our againſt all choſe that ſhould preſume ro keep any ſeparate Congrega; 
tions. And indced there is little reafon ro doubt but that the Diſſenters 
here would, if their Power was as great, and their Numbers were as con- 
fikerable as thoſe of their Brethren in Scotland, equal and come up to the 
lenity and moderation that is ſer 'em by the Presbytcrian Government 
there; not only in removing the Epiſcopal Clergy from their Pariſhes by 
Letters of Horning and Caption, bur alſo in depriving others of the Epil- 
copal perſuaſion of their Civil Offices by the impoſition of New Teſts : 
for not only the Miniſters of Pariſhes, but the Maſters of Schools, and 
the 
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the Profeſſors in the Colleges of Scotland have felt the Rigour of the 
Presbyrerian Viſitations, as is evident by the /»guifition that was lately 
praQtiſed againſt the Profeſſors of the Colledge of Edinburgh in Auguſt and 
September 1690, according to an Act paſſed the 4th. of July 1690, by 
which ir is ordered, That »o Minifter, or Profeſſor in any Colledze or 
School, fhall be allowed to continue in the exerciſe of his Fuzttion, but fach as 
do acknowledg and profeſs, and ſhall ſubſcribe the Confefſion of Faith rattified 
by this preſent Parliament, --.—. end ſubmitting to the Government of tl: 
Cburch now ſettled by Law. 

And 'cis obſervable, firſt, That in the management of this Inquiſtrion, 
all the Leidges were warned and ſummoned to come in, and make what Ohjec- 
tions they could againſt the Maſters. 

Secondly, That the Commiſſioners of the Univerſities did plainly de- 
clare, with what tenderneſs and mederation the Profeſſors might expe 
to be treated by 'em, by their calling all Epiſcopal Men by the name of 
Malignants. | 

Thirdly,” Tis obſervable, That when ir was enquired of ſome of the Com 
miſſioners whether by that part of theTeſt which re<quircs 7s ſubmit to Pres- 
bytery were meant only a quiet and peaceable living under that Government, 
or if it imported any thiug farther : It was anſwered, that by that clauſe 
ot the Teff was alſo meant, That every Maſter ſhould thereby declare the 
Presbyterian Government to be preferrable to any other whotſeever, and the 
only Government left by Chriſt and kis Apoſtles in the Church, and warratued 
by the Scripture. 

Now by thofe, withour making any more Obſervations, every ratio- 
nal and indiftcrenc perſon may perceive by what ſpirit the Commiſſioners 
were atted, and what iſſuc the Profeflors, Dr. Monroe and Dr. Strachax 
might have expeCted of their Tryal before 'em. 

And now, tho I have juſt occaſion to make further Refleftions on the 
unfaic repreſentation thar has been made by the Vindicator, or his Friend, 
of the ſtate of Scezland fince the Revolution, yer I ſhall rather chooſe to 
end the account I have now given of the Afﬀairs of that Kingdom with a 
juſt commendation of the ingenuous temper of the General Aſſembly there, 
declaredfin their ' AQ for a ſolemn National Faſt and Elumiliation, with the 
Cauſes thereof, at Edinburgh November the 12th. 1690. ia which we have 
theſe remarkable words, viz, The the Lord has put a ſtop to the courſe of 
Defetion, and of his great mercy given us ſome reviving from our Bondage, 

yet we bave ſad cauſe to regrate and bemoan that few have a due ſence of eur 

Mercy, ———— few walk as becometh the Goſpel, and imitate eur holy Lord in 
Flumility, Meekneſs, Charity towards Men; there is even wntil now a gre-:t 
want of Piety tomards God, and Love towards Men, (viz. as I preſume thoſe 
of the Epiſcopal perſwafion) with a woful ſelfiſhneſs, every one ſeeking their 
own things, few the things of Chrift, or the pablick good, or one anothers wel- 
fare. And finally, the molt part more ready to cenſure the Sins of ethers, thau 
to repent of their own. 

God grant, that as they have been very ingenuous in acknowledging 
cheic grievous Offences, particularly againſt their N2ighbours, ſo they may 
be very ſincere in repenting of 'em: 

And now the Vindicator's Mcrhod leads me ro confider the remaining 
part of his Replyes to my former Anſwer. For having given him ſcvcral 


Material Reaſons why ſome Conformiſts may be unwilling to grant the 
Dulenters 
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Dilſcnters a Lezal Toleration, the Vindicator replyes, that there 7s wo ſuch 
ſatisfying mark of tenderneſs to'em as this Legal ſecurity, and that tis hara 
fortear ſome jealouſy of theſe rhat will flill hold a fevere !2ſh in their land 

To which I anſwer, that chole Gently Penal I aws which ke41s pleaſed co 
term 2 ſevere Laſh are not defigned as the Inſtruments of an Urreaſonable 
Corre#tion, bur as the Neceſſary Means of keeping ſuch Cinidren as are of 
+ Froward and Ungovernable temper Witkinthe Rounds cf a due Subiedti. 
on and there!ore it ouzht not to be eftcemed an Unkind Severity, but a 
Prudent tenderneſs in a Parent to deny 'em ſuch Indulgences, as in all pro- 
bybility will be abuſed to the diveſting him of his Paterna! Authority, and 
ro the encouraging them to a toral wirhdrawing of their fillial dury and o 
becience tor the future 

The next exception thar he makes, is at my mentioning the Afi/demes 
retrs of the Diflenters which I would have 72 the power of the Governmen: 
zo repreſs ; by which he feems to fulpect (bur without any ground) thar | 
mcant matters ef meer Noncouformity, but withail reils us, that it | meart 
ery other miſdemeanors, a Legal Indulgence would not diſable the Crui! Ms 
giltrate from repreſſins them. 
The Aniwer to which is very obvious; that tho 2 Leoal Indulgence 
would not wholly «fable, yer would in fome depree weaken the Hands 
of the Governor, and befides, fince the main achpn of all Government 
;s Obecience, and nor Puniſhment, 1t becomes the wiidom of every Go: 
ernor to rake ſuch meaſures 25 may rather prevert than repreſs the Ex. 
orditancies of the Subyett. Mas | 

His Reply ro my Anſwer to his laſt Argument on the firſt head, refers 
© the late and preſent circumſtances of the kpiicopa! Clergy in Scor/angd, 
and rells us, that ws Prete/Jants are perſecuted in that kingdom, on the ac: 
count of Religion, either by the Cruil or the ficciehaftica! Goverwment, eul 
doubts not but that by this time { am ſatisfied what Reply may be 01WVen "2 
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count of the Church Atfairs 1n that Kingdom our of feveral Acts of Yar 
1ament that were paſſed there tince rhe Revolution: by Which the Rea- 
er may be inclined to think that the Vindicator docs rather take the if- 
Derty of a Traveller come lately from a far Country, than to att the par! 
; an impartial later of aftairs tranſacted in a neighbouring Nation ; and 


furcly there 1s none of lo little Inteiligence, or of fo grcat Creduliry in 
UNS Kingdom bur can certainly know what circumſtances the Epiſcopal 
: 


Clergy mult be 1n, where the very Order of Epilcopacy 1t ſeit has been {© 
1Krely, 2nd to lorcibly extirpated. 

in reference to the ſecond thing deſired by the Diltemers, viz. that 
twere be mo ſuch Clauſes to the Bill of Indulgence as may diſable 'ems frens 
ſerving the King and their Country. 1 obſerve that this 15 the very Argu- 
ment the Papitts made uſe in the late Reipn for taking off the Penal Laws 
anc Teit, and the deſton of the Difſenters now 1s the tame with that of the 
Papilts then, viz, not only to capacitate themſelves for ail Employments 
of Honour, Truſit, and Profic, bur alſo ro exclude al! orhers ef a diftc- 
reac pertwaſiuns for having a ſhare in any, unleſs perhaps in mean and 
unproficable Offices. We trecly acknowledo that the late ſervices of the 
12:lenters did deſerve publick Favour; and 1 bope they will not geny bur 
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that they have received it in many conſiderable inſtances; and I am glad 
that the Vindicator aſſures us, in their name, that they do not ſeek any 
wew Priviledg, but only are anwilling to have a new Toke put upon 'em, 
I do not know indeed of any deſign that the Conformiſts have, either of 
depriving the Diſſenters of their:preſent Libertics, or of impoſing on 'em 
a New Yoke; bur if they defice an acceſhon of New Favours, I think 
we may juſtly expect a ſurther ſecurity ot our Legal Eſtabliſhmenr, that 
the adyances of the publick Safety may be ſuirable ro the increaſe of their 
Priviledges ; for *cis not reaſonable that we ſhould either pull down or 
weaken any part of our Church to furniſh them with Martcrials to build or 
ſtrengthen theirs. 

To what the Vindicator further urges, That if a ghouſand Men have ten 
or twenty thouſand Enemies to ſecure themſelves againft, 'tis againſt their in- 
tereft to divide their firength hy diſabling three hundred of them from being 
imployed in any publick Poſt for their common defence. Ianſwer, That if theic 
thouſand Men, as they plauſibly agree in one common name, were as hear 
tily united in their aftcQions, and if the three hundred of the thouſand 
that ſeem to be of the ſame party had as great a kindneſs to the remain- 
ing ſeven hundred of their Allies, as they have an averſion to the twenty 
thouſand of their Enemies, I ſhould then agree that the diſabling of the 
three hundred were not only an unreaſonable weakning of our Confede- 
rate Forces, but a ſhametul betraying of our Common Cauſe: But where 
we have good reaſon to believe that the three hundred Men will with all 
ſecret Induſtry endeavour more'to promote the Intereſts of their own di- 
ſtint party than to provide for the ſccurity of the main body, if while 
they defire Arms to aſſiſt us in keeping a Conquered Encmy in a due fub- 
jetion, thcre be violent preſumptions to perſuade us that they will make 
uſe of their power to the ſubduing of zherr Friends ; in ſuch a cafe as this 
I think they have not fo great reaſon to complain of our Unkiadneſs to 
them, or to accuſe us of our neglett of the Common Intcreft, as we have 
co ſuſpect their Unſaithfulneſs ro Us, and their preferring their own ſepa- 
rate deſigns to the publick Good. 

Now fince it cannot be denied that there is a dayly acceſſion from 2 
neighbouring Country of great numbers of ſuch as are generally Enemies 
to the Epiſcopal Government, and the publick Worſhip of God eſtablihed 
in this Kingdom, We ſhould look upen our ſelves indiſpenſably obliged 
to take ſuch prudent meaſures as may ſecure us not only from the op2n 
Violence of our profeſſed Enemies , but allo irom the poflibly ill deſigns of 
our ſeeming Friends, and {ſhould bz: very cautious of expreſſing our tcn- 
derneſs ro Proteſtant Diſlenters in ſuch iaſtances as may very probably 
rend to the diſturbance of the publick Peace, and the ſubverſion of t]:.: 
Eſtabliſhed Church. | 

And that this Cenſure on the Diſſenting Proteſtants of this Kingdom, 
eſpecially on thoſe in the North, may appear to be reaſonable, and the 
Repreſentation I have made of the publick miſchiets of an unlimited Indu!- 
gence to *cm may not ſcem to rely upon the Credit of my Aſſertion, I 
ſhall endeavour to juſtify it by matters of Fact fince the Revolution, art- 
reſted by ſeveral conſiderable perſons of known prudence, and integricy 
in the North; Once of whom gives us this account; That the late Pres. 
byterian Miniſter of the Pariſh where he lives, viz. Litterkenny, did ſcarcely 
ſuffer a Lords day to paſs theſe two years, but he either expreſly declard 
oar 
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eur Church to be Popiſh, and Antichriſtian, or ſpoke words furporting as 
much, eirher in his Prayers or Sermons, aud that it was his Conſtant prac- 
rice to pray for its Deſtruttion, and upn all occaſions both preacht and ta!kt 
againſt its Government and holy Offices as Podrſh, and Superſtitions, and that 
pon the annual return of our Feftivals, he never fail d to preach againſt 'em 
and forbad his people at their utmoſt peril to keep any of *em, aud in particu- 
lar laſt Chriſtmas, he to!d bis hearers, in the Pulpit, that that Feſtival was 
kept in bonour of the Devil, and that he was ſolemnly worſhip'd en that day, 
And that for ſome years paſt he commanded the Inhabitants of that Village not 
o much as to entertain a Servant in their families who was of our Commu: 
munion tho at the ſame time he indulg'd 'em to keep Popill Servants ar ple- 
fare. And that there was an Affidavit made by a young Gentlewoman in that 
place, who had been Presbyterianly educated, but out of meer conviftion of Con- 
ſcience came to Church, who depoſes, That the Presbyterian Miniſter of th.! 
Town ſaid to her, that all of our Communion were certainly damn'd, aud 
publickly preach'd againſt Fer, as an eternally damr'd Creature, ffe hav- 
ing renounc'd hcr Baptiſm, and Chriſtianity by going to Church, and that he 
came to her Parents and bid 'em turn her out of doors, and afford her neither 
meat, drink, nor lodging, and if that did not bring her back to the Meeting 
to take her, and hang her up tor ker Apoſt acy, or ro that.effett, as the origr- 
nal will ſhew. 

And I have receiv'd from the fame worthy Perſon a further account, 
viz. That the ſame Diſſenting Miniſter puplickly calÞd the Miniſter of the fore- 
mentioned Parith an Tſurper, for keepiug bis Church, and Revenues from him, 
who was the true, juſt, and legal ewner of *em, and all this without the leaſt 
provocation or diſturbance given to him in the free exercize of his Miniſtry in 
the Meeting houſe, or where ever elſe he pleas'd, ſave onely in the Pariſh Church. 

And another conſiderable Perion of the North in a late Lerter ro his 
Friend in Dub/jz has theſe words, viz. To evidence how far we can depend 
upon ſtrengthuing our Party againſt Iriſh Papifts, by raifing, Diſſenters, may a9- 
pear by their pratliſe, anno 1690. and 169r. 

Mr. Nithaniel Cooper (a Clergymay) was in the Town of Littcrkenny 
by them pulled out of the Church. They in the fame Church hindred M: 
Crawtord to preach. Mr. John Leſfly eficiating in the Charch of Rimoghy, 
Mr. Litton the Presbiterian Miniſter ; tho they had a Meeting-Fleuſe ner 
the Church) came with a Party, forc'd him to g/ ve over, threatnea to Kill 
4m, © and Nr. Lifton went up and preached. And Nr. Hunter, in tt 
Dicceſs of Derry had his Gown torn, aud was pull'd out of the Pulfit. 

Bur the lateſt, and molt remarkable Initance he gives ot the Invererate 
Malice of the Diſſcnting Miniſters to the members of the Effab.tthed 
Church, and the uirer Abhorrence they cxprets ro our Liturgy and Ec 
clefiaftical Conſtitutions, is in a Sermon preached by Mr. W7{!;am 77. neac 
Caſtle Darg in the Dioceſs of Derry, Who took for his Text, the Secoxd of 
Kings, 18. Chap 4. v. whence he endeavoured to explain what Idolatry was, 
and how great a ſin, and to prove that Idolatry, and Idolaters were to te de- 
ſtroyed, te affirm'd that the Beok of Common prayer 7)ſed by the F relates was 
altogether Idol atrous, and that therefore of neceſity it ſhould be dejtroyd; that 
reeling in the Receiving the Sacrament was damnatle, and that the Prelates 
were gon [o far in Idolatry that he belieud they would at {if} Wworlhip ths 

Devil. 
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| hope. the Rea g«r does obſerve, that tho Mr. Z7. dos not expre 
declare that the Prelates, as well as the Common Payer Bock, ought 1 1 
deſtroy'd, yet his Argument does maniteiily imply the Neceſliry of th, 
deſiruction too. 

And from theſe Inſtances, we may undoubted!y Conclude, that iſrh- 
Ditlenters have been guilty ot ſuch Intern! DETATte Speeches, ang Þ! legal 
olences againſt thoſe of the Eilzbliſhed Re! [gon, When the Lil erty they 
enjoy wholly, depends on the {avou rable Connivance of the Governmen, 
they will be molt inſufferably infolent, and Tumulcuous, if by their In 
POrtunity, and our | [mprudence they thould gain the uncontroulale 7 5.4 
b erty of jp InGu;zence. 50 true was the Þ epreſcn 


which the Houlc of Commons in Erg/and made to K. Charles the 2.9. 1 
Trty } 'EATS 4g0, of tne ar Coniequence Ol granting Folſer ation to N 


1oning P roictants, viz. That ir would be fo far from fending fo ” 
ef the Kingdom, 1 FLAT Bi wes rathe; likely tm occaſion areat di/fur bas Ng 


fe 7 varecty of panes” 1945 in Religion aces direttly diltin THTfh Mitw into Þ 51 
and withall gives them opportunity to count then Nambers. wich coxh der 6 
= oh animoſrties, which out of a religions prede will be rept on for: "IP the lots 
Factions does tend dire! ty aud imevitably ts open Diſturbance, nr c Cn 
Maje/i p #4 Ve 4x) Security that the Dottrin or Worlh1ip of the lerer F. 
which are all Govern'd by a [evcrai Rule (hall be tonhitewt witl ak . 
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your Ange dam. 

And we .can't reaſonably expect, that 1t Diltenting Proteſtants fi 

Tow centiderable in their ——_ and power, * INE Cx! 
one au i111 regaTU co tae E liithed Church in thts þ inodor Sts 
Rave :3t aLY Gone 11 a Net9jibour THIN Country, 28! therefore WC Ou! 
TO £ COTCTLA nn {0 great a tonuncts for TNCIEC profelt & Proere tants po 17 | 
{ige all | jexlous App wt of Big oited Coven: INTETS ; FOr 2 POmro1s ; 
DCaranec of Zeal againkt t 'opery cannot make ſutiicient cComnentatinn tn 
fOr an !rreconciieabic natred of Epilcop acy. 

Thf the Number of Papitts will in all probability increaſe by 
ZIanting all ircelirifiive in du! FENce to Prote' ant } if nrers, | 
n20PCc , fuffic: ently PLOVCU 11 the preceeding. part of this Dit: 
1nd that the Vindicator may perceive that bis Reply to th: 
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(iEdig70H, ASI THEME e#ablifhed, are a targe Kody, te which thee 511.27 
clnaed from Publick Service bear ns Preportion. T hat CVery One 
but a ſupcrticial knowicdg of that Stare can inform him, that non 
Caivinits are admitted into any EmplQyments in tÞe Policy or Tur, 
hat Country, and that the feve ral Secs and Denominarions of Pr: 
{ftants Tacre, arc a far larger B. ay than thoſe of the Ffabliihed Ol: 
ANG (iS LIC C DictVation of Pentic ner 1 age, One of rhc ace preat Mir. 
ſters of ther. Scate, That there 5 no Aingdom, Commenwealth, or navy 
[{7ture ws 4 { Body DF Aje NW; if ly wh ” Þ, fever , gd UL brick PrLere are not [ ET) y 14.14 
Z7 e fafety FLEreof, and tral provide ana in! t all Ar emp:s >a; Hs t/1 37 


lurk 4; C21 of CACC, ANC { t it prejerite & the Cond! Fi0513 and SUEL Fr ths # 4 
T1 HEL efjar) f0t ail t fy AL - hal Lear E <Hmproy ments in that XX avdem, C27 
Corporaties : And ug declares ns judement, that no Man ran prevent « 

- : +? 0, 


ade In 


(25 ) | 
there is any Injury done him that he is not admitred to Employments 
when he does not fatisſy the Conditions and Qualities required. 

I have told the Vindicator in my Anſwer to the Caſe, that in the North 
of Ireland, where there are the greateſt numbers of Diſſenrers, the gene 
rality of the Nobility and Gentry are Conformiſts ; fo that if another Rebel- 
lion ſhould break out ( which God torbid) there is no danger of what the 
Vindicator urges, viz. That any conſiderable party of Men might be 
difobliged by having any bur their Landlords, or other Gentlemen of 
their acquaintance, or of great eftcem and authority in their Country to 
command 'em; and as thoſe that firſt ſhut the Gates of Derry againſt the 
late King's Soldiers, and thoſe that were the Governours of it in the time 
of the Siege were Contormifls, ſo I am very credibly informed that in 
chat prodigiouſly daring and ſucceſsful party at Fnirkillin there was not 
one Commiſſion Officer, not ſo much as one Enfign, that was nor of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and of the private Centinels there were Six Conſor- 
miſts ro One Diſlenter. 

To what the Vindicator ſays, viz. that there is nothing to the purpoſe 
inmy Anſwer to his Third Argument drawn from the Parliament of En- 
gland, I Anſwer that ſince in the beginning of his Findicatien he had ex- 
preſly declar'd that he would preſent the Reader with the Anſwerers Reply 
in bis own words; he has here neither been juſt ro his own Promiſe, nor an- 
ſwered the Readers moſt reaſonable cxpeCtation of preſenting him with the 
ſence of my Anſwer : However he has well conſulred rhe Reputation of a 
weak Argument which he himſelf acknowledges to be but a probable one, 
by not producing the leaſt word of that Anſwer, which was ſo plain a Re- 
furation of it. Yet ſince he is pleaſed ro ſay, that if the Parliament of 
England bad thought the Sacrament Teft Needful, they could eafily have ad. 
ded it as they have the Teft againſt Popery mentioned in the ſame Af. 

lanſwer, that if the Parliament of E»g/and had intended to excuſe the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters in this Kingdom, {rom a Sacrament Teſt, as they had 
oblig'd 'em to the Teſt againſt Popery, they might as eafily have forbid 
the former as they have poſitively enjoyned the latter. 

And f6nce the Vindicator , in his Reply to my Anſwer to his fourth Ar- 
gument, deſires ro know what Rights of the Church baws been hazarded fince 
this Revolution, I ſhall acquaint him (tho I preſume he hes heard it be. 
fore) that the Diſſenters in the North did generally refuſe ro pay the 
Conlotming Miniſters their accuſtomed Dues ill His Majeſty did on 
that occaſion put forth his Royal Proclamation for the payment of *em. 

And whereas the Vindicator ſpeaks of the Government's employing a few 
Proteſtaut Difſenters in a few Inferior Offices, 1 muſt needs tell him, thar 
this is a plain mincing of the matter, or rather, (to give it its due cha- 
rafter) a moſt difingenuous repreſentation of the deſires of the Difſenters; 
for I would fain know whether they would be fatisfyed that an Att of 
Parliament ma their tavour ſhould be ſo worded as to qualifie ſome ſew Di/- 

ſenters for an admiſſion into ſome few inferior Offices. 1 am ſure a friend of 
the Vindicators, namely the Author of cheir Caſe, did not repreſent their 
deſires in this ſeemingly modeſt guiſe, but their Indulgence deſired was 
without any reſtriftion of the number of Pcrſons, and without diſtin&i- 
on of the quality of Offices. - 

Nay ſuppoſing the caſe was really as the Vindicator repreſents it : We 
know that when a great croud is waiting at a\door, tho there Be burdſew 
of thtm that may ceafonably expe, or be duely qualified for admir- 
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( 26 ) 
rance, yet when the Door is once opened there is no ſhutting it till they 
all ruſh in. 

To invalidate the Replies which he makes to my Auſwer of his Argu 
ments {or the unfitneſs of the Sacrament Teſt ; I ſhall acquaint him now, 
as I formerly did, that we do not drive axy to the Sacrament: Bur fince 
the Civil Magiſtrate is God's Vicegercnt, *tis ſurely not unfit that he 
ſhould imitate Almighty God whom he repreſents, in propoſing tempera 
Advantages as encouragements to the performance of Religious Actions; 
2nd ſurely to any unprejudiced perſon it cannot ſeem improper that thoſe 
ſhould be judged beſt qualified for publick Employments, of the preateſi 
Profit, Truſt, and Honour, that give the moſt publick and figna! Evi. 
dences of their Piety to God, and of Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate- 
And notwithſtanding the Vindicator's vain beafting of the ſuper eminen: 
Holineſs of the Diſſenters, and his uncharitable ſuggeſtions of the pencra! 
wickedneſs of Conformiſts, in ſaying, that zf the SacramentTeſt were intexd- 
ed as an expedient to diſcriminate the Good from the Bad, it ſeems ts b« t;. 
therto but ill applied. We hope therc will be ſtill a ſufficient number of 
the Members ot the Eftabliſhr Church who will be both fitly prepare, 
according t9 the Rubrick, tor the reception of the Blcſſ2d Sacrament, and 
culy qualified otherwiſe for admittance into Civil and Military Offices, 
{orhar there will be no preſſing neceſſity of advancing Diſlenters ro prear 
Employments in the State, or cenfiderable Poſts in the Army for want of 
Men of true unexceptionable Worth and Abilities amonoſt the Contor- 
miſts to ſupply them. All that I ſhall further ſay in this matter, is to rel! 
the Vindicator as the Apoſtle did ſome in his timc, 9;z..,That we do xo: 
compare our ſelves with ſome that commend themſelves, canſidering that #3: 
he that commendeth himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth 

What the Vindicator ſays concerning theMode of Reeciving the Bleiles 
Sacrament, it it proves any thing, it proves too much, for" ic coesnot 0:ly 
iniringe the Power of the Church in that particular Inſtance, bur nulls the 


Authority of its Laws in all Indifferent Matters, and then _ L itur- 


oy, but the Diſſenters DireQory too, muſt be abolith'd, and all their deter- 
minations in reference to the ſeveral Rites and Ceremonies muft be of 
no effet. The Vindicator indeed tells us that thoſe different Modes of WWor- 
ſhip are called trivial in reſpett of their Intrinfick Importance, not in reſj:.7 
of the Conſciences of thoſe that Seruple *'em: Now that, lays he, may be in it /c/; 
an Inconſiderable thing, which yet the Conſcience of a wiſe Man may for fear of 
fnning not dare to comply with; but can he be delervedly counted a 577/e- 
Mzn that wilfully entertains ſuch, Scruples in his mind, and ſuffers hir- 
ſelt ro be fo fer influenc'd by *em in his practice, as to incur the certai: 
ouilt of offending God by difobsying the lawſul Commands of Autho: ity: 
To avoid thoſe groundleſs fears of falling inte fin which his own miſgu:s. 
ed Fancy has created. *Tis more agreeable to the CharaCter of a tru!: 
Miſe Man to be Scrupulouſly fearſul of diſobeying, rather than 6! obe;, 
inz the Commands of Authority, and *tis far more reaſonable rar ( 
dren ſhould lay aſide their Groundleſs Scrvples of Complying Witlh ! 
Orders of their Parents, than that Parents jnould lay aſide their moe pro 
dent commands vur of a too caſy complyance With the Froward >umours 
5t their Children. 

To the Vindicators laſt Argument I an{wer'd that many Untorefeen 
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(27) 
trance of the Diſllenters into Civil Offices ; and to this ke replies that the 
Clergy have mer with no oppoſition in afſerting the Rights ot the Church, 
che contrary to which I have already prov'd. But *tis very ſurprizing thae 
theVindicator ſhould ſo peremprorily lay, that the Noxconformilts have lee 

both before and ever ſince the Revelution qualify d for Civil Ofices when th 

contrary is fo undeniably evident; for, as befure the Revolution the cy were 


bard irom Employments by thoOarh of Supremacy: So there arefeveral Ec- 


clefiaſtical Laws ſtill in force, by which, tho they he not wkolly unquali- 
fied for an Admitrance into Civi! Offices, yet they ars perſely diſabled 
from continuing in *em : So that their preſent quict enjoyment of F, mp: 'OY- 

ments is not ſo fnuch owing to their Legal Q ualifications as to the Kin« 

nes and Lenicy of the Eceleſtaſtical Governours. 

And now havitig, as I hope, rcturned a full Anſwer co the particulars 
of the prert ende d Vindication of the Cafe of the diſſznting Proteftants nf 
Frelard ; all that T hall further add, is ro remark, thar as rhe Vindicatc, 
has been manifeſtly guilty, in many inſtances of great difiopenuity, in in 
miſrepreſenting the ſence of my Anſwer, and the truch of matters of Fact, 


fo the oroſeſt, and the moi? imprudent of *em all is in the latter end of 


his Vindication ; for he having juſtly repeated my words, viz. Thar 
« Nene can ſoreſce the difficulties tke conforming Clergy may conteſt 
* with in aſlerting the Rights of the Church, &c. Within three lines after 
he very unfairly fays, that he agrees with the Anſwerer, That ns wiſe Man 
car foreſee e ANT Difficulties Hhey are in danger of meeting with for the {wture; 
by which mo! palpable miſreprefentation of my Words, as he paſſes a 

great 2ftront on the Reader, and docs a manileſt injuſtice to the Anſwer- 
er: So he & does mot? etteftually expoſe to the cenſure of all men,the ſtrong, 
and (as fear) unilterable biafs of his cifiinrenuous temper: For by this 


we may Þ.ainly perceive that neither the [;icinou! nc ls of the crime of miſce- 
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preſenting an Advcriary, nor tne ccrtainty of gerection can refir1in him 

from ir: Bj 1cems to love dtngennity for its own fake, 2nd to practice ic 


o7 purpoſdgo keep his hand in, tho he bs fure of bcino diſcovercd by 
the mo: hecdſols Re: 1QeCr. 
And as by this, and many notorious Inflances in his otter Writings, he 


has provc himſelf a very unfit pertun to accuſc t: 12 Confiderer of | Cifinge- 
nuity : $0 in this pretended Vindication he has ſhew'd himſelf no Icfs un- 
culy quaiiized to tax the Anſwerer with irreverence towards the Holy 
Scrimtures : For hc Ut 1s NOT only ina very uncecent and profanc manner 
rivicuied the ficlt C oniiitution of the Apoſtles again! eating Bleed ; but 
has been pleaſed ro prey his Replics ro my Anſwer by an irrevercn; and 
79th t application of the Words of our Saviour to the preſent celcbrate 

Paritzment ot Zreland, in implying thar their granting tha Diſſenters a Le- e 


7a] Indulgence, with a Sacramental Teſt, would be to a7 like choſe charlifh 
Farents, that when their Children ash for Bread 110 them a Ste: ye, and 
when they atk for Fiſh give them a Serpent ; as it the f {r2C Cxc of r 
Religion with worldly bonour and profit wers Bread and Fi _ ut thar a pt 
lick treedom of Divine Worlhip, withour TUMPOrs! \dvanr27cs, Wcre 
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Stone and Serpent : And that the Parliament in donvino the rſſ-neers 21 
unlimited Indulgence were charliſh Parents. 
To the Vindicator' $ Refleftions on the Conſ:iorcr, Urawn from the 


unfieneſs of warrowing the commen Proteftant Jntere, irom the fanouinary 
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( 28 ) ">= | 
Laws in. Scotland, from the Diſſenters ſubſcribing the Dottrinal Articles of 
Faith of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and their thinking themſclves obliged in 
Conſcience to give to all their Fellow Proteſtants the Toleration they now de. 
fre, irom the greater inclination of the French Proteſtants ro their Con: 
munion then to ours, {rom the pretended inexpediencies of the Sacramear 
Teſt, and {rom the pretence of deſiring that only a few Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters ſhould enjoy the effetts of his Majefties favour : To all theſe | leave the 
Reader ro determine whither I have not already given a fatisfaftory An 
(wer, and all that remains to be conſidered in thoſe Refleftions is the 
Doctrine and Prattice of ſome Diſſenters occaſionally Commuaicating 
with the Eſtabliſhed Church. To which I anſwer, - 

Firſt, That what the Vindicator ſays here, concerning the Diſlenters in 
theſe Refleftions on the Confiderer, ſeems inconfiltent with what he fav; 
in his Replyes to my Anſwer; for there he ſays; that thoſe who really 
ſcruple Kneeling in the Att of Receiving are no way Inferiour for Wiſdom, tg 
thoſe whoſe judgment has that latitude that they could receive the Sacrament 
Kneeling, Sitting, or Standing : but here he ſays he takes thoſs Proteſtans 
who can Occaſionally communicate both with the Eſtabliſh'd Church 2nd 
with the Diſſenters, ro be the moſt judicious. 

Bur 2dly and laſtly, Concerning the DeCtrin aud praftice of Occaſional 
Communion, I ſhall preſent the Vindicator with the ſence of the Author of 2 
Book called Yox Clamantis,who was himfſelt a Diſſenter,and addreſſes himſelf 
co his Brethren in theſe words, viz. There are ſome things that I will but light- 
ly truch, tho others of Contrary Sentiment will lay on loads; one is, at which 
I am net alittle abaſh'd, that tho you according to your declar d Principles 
and ordinary prattice are Nonconformifts and Diſſenters ; yet wpon occaſjon, aud 
to get into Place, and Office of Honour or Profit, you will, and cam take any 
manner of Teſts that have of late been impoſed; alſo that you can on ſuch oc- 
caſions take the Sacrament according to the Form and way of the Church of 
England, tho you never did tt before, nor perhaps will ever do the ſame a- 
gain, except on the like eccaſion. — —— And tells 'em that they make uſe of 
rhe ſame Artifices as the Jeſuits do en ſuch caſes, and that he knows 
nothing will more render 'em, in the eyes of all, as Men of flexible and pre- 

fligate Conſcienees And ſpeaking of the RefleCtions which he ſup- 
poles the Conformiſts paſs on the Diſſenters, for theſe things he ſays, thac | 
they think that nothing, tho never ſo contrary to their Principles, can be de 0 
viſed or made to keep you out, or to hold you in, but that you will break ail 
Bounds, and leap over all Heages. And now I do not queſtien bur 
that if the Vindicator would deal ingenuouſly, and ſpeak a bold Truth, he 
would, with the Author of the ſorementioned Book, proteſt that be knows 

ot how to anſwer this in behalf of the Diſſenterswith TRUTH and 170 
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